INTRODUCTORY   TO   SEVEN   PILLARS

My proper share was a minor one, but because
of a fluent pen, a free speech, and a certain adroit-
ness of brain, I took upon myself, as I describe
it, a mock primacy.    In reality I never had any
office among the Arabs:   was never in charge of
the British mission with them.    Wilson, Joyce,
Newcombe,   Dawnay,  and  Davenport  were  all
over my head.    I flattered myself that I was too
young, not that they had more heart or mind in
the work.    I did my best.    Wilson, Newcombe,
Joyce,   Dawnay,  Davenport,   Buxton,   Marshall,
Stirling, Young, Maynard, Ross, Scott, Winterton,
Lloyd, Wordie, Siddons, Goslett, Stent, Hender-
son, Spence, Gilman, Garland, Brodie, Makins,
Nunan, Leeson, Hornby, Peake,  Scott-Higgins,
Ramsay, Wood, Hinde, Bright, Macindoe, Green-
hill,   Grisenthwaite,   Dowsett,   Bennett,   Wade,
Gray,   Pascoe   and   the   others   also   did   their
best.

It would be impertinent in me to praise them.
When I wish to say ill of one outside our number,
I do it: though there is less of this than was in
my diary, since the passage of time seems to have
bleached out men's stains. When I wish to
praise outsiders, I do it: but our family aifairs
are our own. We did what "we set out to do, and
have the satisfaction of that knowledge. The
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